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DOCTRINAL STATEMENT
1.  The Scriptures:

We believe the writings of the Old and New Testaments as originally written verbally inspired and the product of spirit-controlled men.  They are our only infallible and authoritative rule of faith and practice. II Timothy 3:16, II Peter 1:19-21

2.  The True God

We believe there is one and only one true God and that in the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit; that they are equal and execute distinct but harmonious offices in the great work of redemption.  
Exodus 20:2-3, 1 Corinthians 8:6; Genesis 17:1, 11 Corinthians. 3:17

3.  The Lord Jesus Christ  

We believe Jesus Christ is the second person of the Triune God who, without giving up His deity, became man by the miracle of the virgin birth in that He was begotten of the Holy Spirit and born of Mary, a virgin.  As the perfect Lamb of God He gave Himself in death upon the cross, arose bodily and ascended into Heaven where He is our High Priest and advocate with The Father.  John 1:1-14, Matthew  1:18-25, Philippians  2:6-8; 1 Corinthians  15:3-7; Luke  24:2-8, 51; Hebrews  4:14-16

4. The Holy Spirit

We believe the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Triune God who convicts the world concerning sin, righteousness and judgment; that He indwells, baptizes into Christ and seals all who become children of God through Christ; that He empowers, teaches, sanctifies and fills believers daily as they surrender to Him.  John 16:8-11; 14:16, 17; Romans 8:9; II Corinthians 3:18; 
Ephesians 5:18
5. The Devil Or Satan

We believe in the personhood of Satan; that he is the unholy god of this age and is destined for eternal punishment in the Lake of Fire.  II Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 20:10
6. Creation

We believe the Genesis account of creation as being neither allegory nor myth, but a literal account of the direct creative acts of God.  No evolution was employed.  All men are descendants of the historical Adam and Eve.  Genesis 1:2; John 1:3

7.  Fall Of Man

We believe man was created in innocence and that by voluntary choice man transgressed God’s law, and all men sinned in him, therefore all men are totally depraved being sinners by nature and by conduct.  Genesis 3:10-19; 5:12

8. Righteous And Wicked

We believe only those who are justified by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ are righteous in the sight of God.  Those who continue in unbelief are in God’s sight, wicked and under the curse and face everlasting, conscious suffering.  Malachi 3:18; Romans 6:17,18; Proverbs 14;32
9. Heaven And Hell

We believe that the saved at death go immediately to be with Christ in Heaven, that their works shall be brought before the judgment seat of Christ for the determination of rewards which will take place at the time when Christ comes for His own; that the spirits of the unsaved at death descend immediately into Hades where they are kept under punishment until the final day of judgment, at which time their bodies shall be raised from the grave, that they shall be judged and cast into Hell, the place of final and everlasting punishment.  John 14:1-6; II Corinthians 5:8-10; 
1 Peter 3:22; Matthew 25:46; Luke 16:19-31; Mark 9:42 – 48; Revelation 20:11-15

10. Salvation By Grace Through Faith

We believe that our salvation is a free gift from God, not merited in any way, therefore is wholly by grace.  Salvation is received by the placing of one’s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 2:8, 9
11. Repentance

We believe that repentance is a change of mind and purpose from sin toward God; that it is characterized by godly sorrow for sin that separates man from God, and that true repentance is inseparably related to true faith.  Acts 20:21

12. Remission

We believe that remission (forgiveness) of sins is only received through and because of the shed blood of Jesus Christ.
 Hebrews 9:22; 1 John 1:7

13. The Security Of The Saints

We believe that those who are truly saved are kept by the power of God, and sealed by the Spirit of God, therefore making it impossible to be lost once saved.  1 Peter 1:5; Romans 8:35-39; Ephesians 1:13
14. The Priesthood Of Believers

We believe that through Jesus Christ every believer has direct access to God  without the need of a human priest; that every believer has the right and responsibility to study the Scriptures guided by the Holy Spirit.  Hebrews 4:16; II Timothy 2:15; 1 Peter 2:9

15. Local Church

We believe that a local church is an organized assembly of saved, baptized believers meeting for worship, prayer, fellowship, teaching, to practice the ordinances and to carry out the Great Commission, without ecclesiastical interference, that this assembly is accountable directly to God.  Matthew 23:19, 20;1 Corinthians 11:2, Acts 2:41, 42; Matthew 18:15-17; Acts 15.

16. Baptism And The Lord’s Supper
We believe that only two ordinances were given to the church – Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, that Christian Baptism is the immersion of a believer in water, under the authority of a local church, portraying the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we died to sin and rose to a new life, that Christian Baptism is a prerequisite to church membership.  We believe that the Lord’s Supper is a continuing memorial of the broken body and shed blood of Christ observed by the local church and should be preceded by solemn, self-examination.  
Matthew 28:19, 20; Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12, Acts 2:41, 42; Matthew 26:26-30; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34

17. Separation

We believe in obedience to the Biblical commands to separate entirely from worldliness and ecclesiastical apostasy unto God.  
II Corinthians 6:14 – 7:1; 1 Thessalonians 1:9; 1 Timothy 6:3 – 5; Romans 16:17; II John 1:9-11
18. Civil Government

We believe that civil government is of divine appointment for the interest and good order of human society; that magistrates are to be prayed for, and obeyed, except in things opposed to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ; that the church and state are to be separate, each having definite and distinct spheres of responsibility.  Romans 13:1-7; II Samuel 23:3, Exodus 18:21, 22; Acts 5:29, 4:19, 20; Daniel 3:17, 18
19. Rapture And Subsequent Events

We believe in the imminent premillennial return of Christ for His Church and that at that moment the dead in Christ shall be raised in glorified bodies, and the living in Christ shall be caught up to meet the Lord in the air before the seventieth week of Daniel. 
 Daniel 9:24-27; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15:42-44; 51-54; Philippians 3:20, 21; Revelation 3:10
We believe that the Great Tribulation, which follows the rapture of the church, will be culminated by the revelation of Christ in power and great glory to sit upon the throne of David and to establish the millennial reign.  Acts 2:29, 30; Revelation 20:1-4, 6
20. Charismatic Movement

We believe the current charismatic movement is not a scriptural movement; that the gifts of tongues and healing were “sign-gifts” until the scriptures were completed, that these gifts ceased at that time.  Mark. 16:15-20; 1 Corinthians 13:8, 14:21, 22
CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE   I   OBJECTS
Our purpose is to glorify God by conducting a Baptist church in accordance with the Word of God.
ARTICLE   II   ASSOCIATIONS
This church shall be independent, autonomous church, subject only to Jesus Christ, the Head of the Church.  It may fellowship, on a voluntary basis, with other Baptist Churches of the same faith and practice.

ARTICLE   III   MEMBERSHIP
Admissions into Membership
Section 1
A. Any persons professing faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, giving evidence of regeneration, and accepting the Statement of Faith and the Covenant held by this church may, following their baptism by immersion be received into its membership.

B. Any person desiring to join the Membership of Open Bible Baptist Church, shall first attend church services faithfully for a period of two months and shall respond publicly to indicate their desire for church membership by responding to an invitation at the close of any service. 

C. Any candidate who requests membership and who has previously been a member of another Baptist church is to be received by transfer of membership. A letter of recommendation and dismissal from the previous church is to be received before the candidate is received.
D. By Testimony. Candidate who has previously been saved and scripturally baptized but does not have a letter of recommendation may be received on the basis of their testimony of salvation and baptism if there is an acceptable reason as to why they do not have a letter from their previous church. 

E. By Restoration. Any member who has lost their membership and has shown fruit of repentance, may be restored to membership upon recommendation of the pastor and the majority vote of the church.

Section 2

New members shall be encouraged to further familiarize themselves with the Statement of Faith, Church Constitution, and Covenant of membership.

Section 3

Those who have been scripturally baptized (immersion upon confession of faith in Christ), and who accept the faith and practice as adopted by this church may be received by virtue of their experience.

Section 4

All those who without reasonable excuse, in spite of counseling and admonitions, are absent from the regular services of the church for a period of three months will be placed on an inactive roll and forfeit their rights to vote and speak in any business meeting. Any such member must return to regular attendance before being restored to the active roll. Members who live or study abroad or share their time with local and distance living must indicate their support for the church. Any local members who stay away for a period just short of three months will be considered inactive and will not have voting privileges in any church matter.  
Section 5

No member shall have the privilege to vote in relation to church business until the age of sixteen has been attained.  No member shall have the privilege to vote on legal matters until the age of eighteen has been attained.
Section 6

Non-members shall not have the right to vote or hold any office in the church.

Section 7

Discipline shall be taken seriously according to Biblical standards. 
 (1 Thessalonians 5:14; Titus 1:10, 11; II Thessalonians 3:6; Romans 18:17; Titus 3:10; I Corinthians 5:1; 1 Timothy 1:19, 20; II Timothy 2:17, 18; Matthews 18:15-18)

Section 8

Regarding marital status.  It is the belief of this church that marriage is monogamous, and that when a male and female enter holy matrimony they have covenanted before God and man to keep marriage sacred and permanent.  (Matthew 19:1-9; Romans 7:1-6, 1 Corinthians 7)  It is further understood that Common Law Marriages are not recognized by the church and that couples in that relationship, must:

a) Legitimize their relationship by marriage, or

b) Separate and cease to function as a married couple.

Section 9
Regarding LGBTQ and our church membership. Lesbianism, Gay, Bi-sexual, Transgender, Queer and Questioning identity. God the Creator’s original design of male/female binary is the consistent pattern for millennia’s and does not recognize the humanized social reforms that stand in contradiction to the Holy Scriptures.

Section 9a
Homosexuality, Bi-sexuality and bestiality which include the queer questioning agenda is condemned under the Old Testament pre-law era, such as the case of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19) It is clearly labeled as sin and abomination under the Mosaic Law (Leviticus 18), and it is most strongly condemned as reprobation in the New Testament (Romans 1).  Aberrant sexual sins can be forgiven according to I Corinthians 6:11, but in the same manner as the church expects repentance and a cessation from adultery, fornication and other overt sinful practices, it also expects a clear repentance from sexual deviation, and that its members and adherents practice only heterosexuality in the legitimate bonds of matrimony (Hebrews 13:4)
Section 9b
Gender dysphoria is a post-modern phenomenon and is not rooted in history and especially missing in biblical history. 
Matthew 19:4 “…. Have ye not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,”
Any person who has violated God’s design for male/female or is in the process of transitioning, must be loved and prayed for but must come to a full realization that he or she has sinned and must seek God’s forgiveness.
Membership for any person of the LGBTQ community must evidence repentance and a distinct change from any further identity with the LGBTQ lifestyle prior to becoming a member at OBBC.
Section 10

Regarding weddings conducted at Open Bible Baptist Church. 

No weddings will be conducted if the marriage would constitute an unequal yoke, meaning no person of the faith shall intermarry with a person not of the faith of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 6:14. Further, any member applying for marriage at the church must satisfy the pastor involved that the fiancé, if not a member at this church, be a member in good standing in a church of like precious faith. 

ARTICLE   IV   OFFICERS

Section 1

The officers of this church shall be as follows: Senior Pastor, Associate Pastor, Assistant Pastor, Deacons, Recording Secretary, and Treasurer. 

Section 2

All officers of the church and all teachers and leaders shall: 

a) Be faithful to public services

b) Be loyal to the church approved program

c) Be separated from Worldliness.

ARTICLE   V   DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1

The Pastor shall have general oversight of all departments and shall be the automatic member of every function, meeting and committee.

Section 2

The Pastor shall preach and teach the Word, administer the ordinances, act as moderator of all business meetings of the church, and supervise the preaching, teaching and special ministries of the church.  He shall have the general oversight of the spiritual life of the church.  He shall appoint the members of any special committees.  It shall be his duty to inform newly elected officers of the particular functions and responsibilities of their respective officers.  He shall perform such other duties as generally appertain to his position.  He shall consider and decide upon pulpit supply.

Section 3

Deacons shall meet the Scriptural qualifications of I Timothy 3:8-3. Their duties shall be as outlined in Acts 6:1-6.  Additionally, they will assist the Pastor in promoting the spiritual welfare of the Church.  They shall make provision for the observances of the ordinances, serve the elements of the Lord’s Supper, and, with the Pastor consider unusual cases surrounding church membership.  They shall assist the Pastor in home visitation, other personal work, and other evangelistic efforts of the Church.  They shall, serve in advisory capacity to the Pastor in all matters of church business.  They shall, with the Pastor serve as the nominating committee for all church offices.  When the Church is without a Pastor, the Deacons shall assume the duties and responsibilities of the Pastor which are set forth in this document.

Following their election, the Deacons shall, from their own number, elect a Chairman and a Secretary.  Deacons will also, together with the Treasurer, receive, count, record and deposit into the church account all tithes and offerings received by the church.

Section 4
The Secretary shall keep a complete record of all the official acts of the church.

Section 5
The Treasurer shall keep an accurate account of all moneys received, and disperse them only by approval of the church.  He shall give a report of the treasury at the regular business meetings of the church.  No designated funds shall be diverted from their purpose except by vote of the church.  Donors relinquish all rights to personally direct the use of tithes or offerings once the gift has been received.
Section 6
The Pastor and the assistant pastor shall give direction to all youth and children ministries activities
ARTICLE   VI   TERMS OF OFFICE

Section 1

A special meeting for the election of a Pastor may be called by the Pulpit Committee for any regular meeting of the church.  The Pulpit Committee may only present one candidate at a time.  The candidate shall meet the scriptural qualifications listed in I Timothy 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9.  A 75% affirmative vote of those members present and voting shall authorize the Pulpit Committee to extend a call on behalf of the church.

Section 2

The Pastor shall be elected for an indefinite term. His pastorate shall terminate immediately upon his being guilty of (1) a proven act of immorality, (2) proven financial dishonesty, (3) proven unethical behaviors which brings reproach upon the name of Christ and the church (4) a refusal to affirm his agreement with the Statement of Faith

Section 3

The Pastor may only be dismissed at a meeting specifically called for that purpose, concerning which public notice shall have been at all the regular services for two consecutive Sundays prior to said meeting.  The quorum for such a meeting shall be 50% of the members of voting age.  A majority vote of 75% is required by secret ballot.  If dismissed the pastor’s duties shall end immediately.

Section 4

Deacons shall serve for a term of five years, and shall be permitted to serve successively.  They shall be elected to office by the church body at its annual business meeting by majority vote.

Section 5
The Treasurer and the Secretary shall be elected by the church at its annual general business meeting.  Their term shall be for one year, and may be re-elected as often as desired.

ARTICLE   VII   CHURCH GOVERNMENT

Section 1

Quarterly business meetings shall be held by the church in addition to the annual meeting.
Section 2

A quorum shall be necessary to conduct business at any meeting.  A quorum is defined as 25% of the present membership.  A simple majority vote shall decide all business, except where other-wise required, such as, the election of a Pastor, the vote to amend the constitutions, etc.

Section 3

A show of hands is binding except where other-wise required, such as, the elections of a Pastor, the vote to amend the constitution, etc.

Section 4

Upon resignation of the Pastor, the deacons will form a pulpit committee which is responsible for contacting candidates for pastorate.

ARTICLE   VIII   LEGAL PROVISIONS

Section 1

In the event of the dissolution of the church, all of its debts shall be fully satisfied.  None of its assets or holdings shall be divided among its members or other individuals, but shall be irrevocably designated by Church vote prior to dissolution to such non-profit organizations as are in agreement with the letter and spirit of the articles of faith adopted by this church and are in conformity with the requirements of the Canadian Department of National Revenue Information Circular #73-11R, Appendix A #5.

Section 2

The church shall be carried without purpose of gain for its members and any profits or other accretions to the church shall be used in promoting its objects.
ARTICLE  I X   PROCEDURE FOR AMENDMENTS

Section 1

This constitution may be amended at a regular business meeting by two-thirds vote provided;

a) A two week notice is given to the church

b) The notice is given in writing

Section 2

The statement of Faith shall be irrevocable.

Section 3

The King James Version shall be the standard Bible used for teaching and preaching in all church work.  Reference to languages and works for clarification will be fully accepted for the edification and strengthening of the saints.
Section 4

The Church shall have a covenant of membership

Section 5

The final decisions in church business rest with the church membership.

Section 6

Any funds raised for the church shall be done by means of tithing and sacrificial giving of God’s people.  Alternative methods must comply with the general spirit and position of the church.

ARTICLE   X    CHURCH COVENANT

We do, in the presence of men, confess Christ as our Saviour and Lord; and do heartily give ourselves to His service, and take His word as the rule of our life.  And having been united by faith to Him, and having been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost, we do now , as a  Baptist Church unite with one another in this Covenant:
A. We shall observe habitually the reading of the Scriptures and secret prayer, earnestly seeking therein the help of the Holy Spirit.  John 5:39; Acts 17:11; II Timothy 2:15; John 16:13; 17:17

B. We who are the heads of families, shall maintain the worship of God in our homes, and shall endeavor to lead our children, or others committed to our charge, to faith and to the Christian life.  Deuteronomy 4:9; Joshua 24:15 Proverbs 22:6; Joel 1:3

C. We shall attend regularly, as far as Providence permits, the public worship of God on the Lord’s Day, and such other meetings of worship as the church may appoint and we shall observe together the Lord’s supper.  Hebrews 10:25; Luke 4:18; Acts 2:26; Matthew 26:26-29; I Corinthians 11:23-26

D. We shall walk together in brotherly love, with Christian sympathy and kindness and shall admonish and help one another as may be needful, We shall not bring to the church a complaint against any member for personal trespass or offense until we have taken the fist and second steps pointed out by Christ thus endeavouring to settle all private offenses without publicity.  Galatians 6:1-2; I Peter 3:8; I Thessalonians 5:11; Hebrews 3:13; 10:24; Matthew 18:15-17
E. We shall endeavor to live soberly and righteously and Godly in this present world, abstaining from whatever is unbecoming to the Christian character; and as baptism signifies death to sin and resurrection to holiness, so shall we seek to walk in newness of life.  I Corinthians 6:15,19; I Thessalonians 5:22; Titus 2:12; II Peter 3:11; Romans 6:4

F. We shall aid as the Lord shall proper us in supporting a faithful Christian ministry among us, and in sending the Gospel to the whole human family; and as we have opportunity we shall seek by example and word to lead men to Christ.  Acts 11:29; Romans 15:25-27; I Corinthians 16:1-2; II Corinthians 9:6-13; Matthew 28:18-20; I Thessalonians 2:4; Acts 8:4

ARTICLE   XI  MISSIONS
Missions is to be local, provincial and global according to the great commission of our Lord Jesus Christ, Acts 1:8

The primary goal of missions is to preach the gospel to every creature, baptizing those who believe and instructing them to be obedient to the faith delivered to the saints.  This objective can only be achieved as local churches with adequate leadership are established, Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 20

Those who enter the mission fields of Canada and foreign lands in a professional setting, such as medical personnel, teachers, builders and other specialists, may be supported provided their work is related to the cause of building churches on the field.  This may include underground churches where freedom of worship is restricted in some countries.

It shall be the policy of this church to support only individuals and organizations that are in full agreement with our Articles of Faith both in word and practice.  All missionaries supported by this church must be approved by a majority vote of the members present after recommendation by the pastor and deacons.  It shall be the responsibility of the pastor and deacons to bring before the church the names of those missionaries who are no longer in full agreement with the Articles of Faith of this church.  Their support shall terminate immediately upon a majority vote of the members present.

The church will endeavor to conduct an annual Missions Conference with goal of emphasizing the duty of the local church toward missions, encouraging missionaries, and helping to send forth missionaries into the fields of the world.

The church shall review the needs of retiring missionaries and at its discretion and the merit of the missionary, shall continue to support such persons as long as the need exists.
